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2 © To the Right Honourable | 


Juſtice of the Court of Queens-Bench, and One 

of Her Majeſty's moſt Honourable Privy- 

Council: IF 0 ETON WP 
5 Y 


Sit HENRY GOULD, Kt. One of Her 


Majeſties Juſtices of the ſame Court: 
,FJ0 HN DELE Al, Eq; High Sheriff 
of the County of Surrey. 


HE Honour I received by the Favour of Mr. High 
Sheriff to Preach This Sermon before Jou, and now 
by Tour Particular Defires to publiſh it, is 4 

vier) great Satisfaction to me, ſince both the Argu- 


ment and the Management of it proved (beyond my Expecta- 


tion) ſo ſuitable to the Occaſion, and ſo agreeable to the 
Auditory. 

J am very Conſcious of many Faults and Imperfections in 
this Diſcourſe, and ſhould be much more afraid of Tour 
Diſcerning Judgments to find them out; but that I am 
1 of Tour Candid Inclinations to Pardon them; and 
aving great Hopes it may do ſome Good in the World, 
it was a farther Encouragement to the Publication of it; 
and therefore I durſt not — longer refuſe an Obedience 
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jour Commands. oy F 
Tube Extraordinary Reſpects I then received from Tour 
Lordſhip, and in a more Eſpecial Manner from Mr. High 
Sheriff I ſhall ever acknowledge with a moſt Humble and 


Grateful Mind; They far exceeding what I could either 


Merit, or Expect on that Occaſion. 


And this Conſideration hath now emboldued me to prefix Jour 


Names to this Diſcourſe, that your Patronage of it may ſecure 
Me from Public Cenſare, and be ſome Apology for the want of 
that Care and Accuracy, which ſo Curious and Uſeful a Subject 
(as the Government of the Thoughts 7s) requires, ſiuce it 
runs thro” the whole Scene of a Civil and a Religious Life, in 
reference to à public as well as to M private Converſation. 


Such then as it is, 1 do moſt humbly offer to jour Ac. 


ceptance ; and if it meet with the ſame Favour inthe Reading, 


as it did in the Preaching, I ſhall think my. ſelf ſufficiently 
recompenc d, and ſhall daily Pray for Proſperity and Length 


of Days to you, and ever ſubſoribe my ſelf, 


My Lord, Cc. 
Your moſt Humble . 
moſt Obedient Servant 


Joun PuLLEyN 


to Tour Requeſts, nor in the leaſt diſpute the Authority of 
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SERMON 


2 Cr. xl j. The latter part of the Verſe; 
---Bringing into Captivity every thought. 


HE Duties of Religion are ſo exactly ſuited to 
all the Deſigns of Intereſt and Self. Love, they 
have ſo natural a Tendency to make us happy, 
and they are all of them ſo highly recom- 

mended to us by our matureſt Thoughts, and moſt 
unprejudiced Deliberations, (when we are moſt capable 
of judging what is beſt, and when we conſider with the 
greateſt freedom, what Things do beſt deſerve our 
choice for their own Excellency and Beauty, and what 
for the Concerns and Advantages of this World) that 
We may look upon it as none of the leaſt Miracles our 
Saviour ever did, in that He perform'd ſo Many, to Con- 
firm that Doctrine, which is ingraven in ſuch deep Cha- 
racters upon the Nature and Being of Every Reaſonable 
Creature, and which places the far greateſt part of our 
Duty in the Belief and Practice of ſuch Principles. As if 
there were nothing to be 9 thought of, than only 


| (2) 
to be as happy as We can, while we continue here, to be 
as little Uneaſie and Burthenſome to our Selves, as may 
be, and to paſs through the whole Courſe of our Lives, 
with as much Delight and Pleaſure, Comfort and Satiſ- 
faction, as the Nature of Man is capable of Enjoying, 


For They are all of Them, ſo plainly natural, and effe- 


Qually fitted and prepared for the accompliſhing of this 
End and Pyrpoſa; that a Good Man might reaſonably 
think, They were deſigned for nothing elſe by Heaven. 
There is ſcarce any One Precept in the whole Body 
and Syſtem of the Chriſtian Diſpenſation, but it hath ſome 
peculiar Property and Virtue in it, by which it procures 
us the moſt pure, perfet and compleat Contentment, the 
moſt unmixt, refined, and unalloy'd Enjoyments and 
Pleaſures that the largeſt Expectation can promiſe to it 
Self, or the utmoſt Ambition aim at and purſue. Inſo- 
much that even thoſe Commands and Doctrines of the 


Bleſſed Jeſus, which oblige Us to the higheſt Inftances of 


Self=Denyal, ſuch as do molt of all curb our beſt-beloved 
Paſſions and Affections, ſuch Precepts, as do moſt of all 
reſtrain us from the Commillion of any unlawful Act, 
and ſtrictly forbid us to give the leaſt imaginable wel- 
come or entertainment to any impure or fnful Iuclinati- 
ont; I fay, even theſe themſelves (theſe rare and wnuſual 
 Inftances of Self-Denyal, how hard and ſevere fo ever 
They may ſeem to be) are yet fo plainly intended to 
promote the Good and Happineſs of the World, that our 
Obedience to them cannot be more pleaſing and acceptable 
to God, than beneficial and advantageous to our ſelves. 

And therefore, if we do not keep as ſtrict a. Guard 
upon our Affections, as upon our Actions; if we be not 
as far from Anger, as from Revenge; from Covetouſneſs, as 
from Extortion; from an uncharitable Temper, as from an 
2 if our 
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Minds be nor ſo far ſweetned by Reſon and PMloſophy, 


that we can Love Onr very Enemies, and pray for thoſe 
whom we cannot reconcile to Us; if we cannot rejoice 
with Them at their Good Succeſs in all their Honeſt 
Deſigns and Undertakings; if We cannot be compaſſi- 
onately affected towards them in their Afflictions and 
Diſtreſſes; if we cannot heartily endeavour to relieve 
their Wants, to ſupply theic Neceſſities, to promote their 
Happineſs, and to procure their Safety, ſo far, as it is 
any ways conſiſtent with our own: In a Word, if the 
whole Frame and Conſtitution of our Souls be not fuf- 
ficiently fermented and wrought off from all the Dregs 
and Impurities of Matter; if our Minds be not ſuffici- 


ently armed againſt all the violent Aſſaults of Luſt and 


Paſſion, all the Prepoſſeſſions of Prejudice and Intereſt, 
all the falſe Charms and Enticements of Senſe; if we do 
not bring Every Thought into Captivity to the Obedience of 
Chriſt, and Sacrifice our deareſt Inclinations to the Love 
of God and Goodneſs, it will be equally impoſſible for 
us, either to be truly Religious, or to be truly Happy. 
And therefore in what J have to fay upon theſe 
Words of St. Pani, I ſhall obſerve this following Me- 
thod. | | | . =. 
I. I ſhall endeavour to make it appear, that the grand 
Inftances of Self-Dexyal, which our Saviour, enjoin'd 
his Followers and Diſciples, and which our Apoſtle hath 
compendiouſly reduced under this One Expreſſion of 
the Text, bringing into Captivity every Thought, are no 
new Things, nor any real Encroachments upon the former 
Liberties of Mankind, but that on the Contrary, They 
are All of them, ſo juſt and reaſonable in themſelves, 
that not only (t.) the Laws of Nature, bur (2.) alfo the 
Civil Conſtitutions of every Political Society, muſt of 


Neceſſity be ſuppoſed to oblige us to the Obſervance of 
them. | B 2 I. That 


e 
II. That the Reſtraint, which the Chriſtian Religion 


| Lays upon our very Thoaghts and Affections, upon the 


moſt private Tendency and ſecret Inclinations of our 
own Minds, is of the very Being and Eſſence of Religion 
in the General; and that without ſuppoſing this, there 
can be no ſuch Thing, as Religion the World. I begin 
with the firſt of theſe, wherein, = | 


I. I ſhall endeavour to make it appear, that the grand 


Inſtance of Self-Dexyal, which our Saviour enjoyn'd His 
Followers and Diſciples, and which St. Paul hath compen- 
diouſly reduced under this One Expreſſion of the Text, 
bringing into Captivity every thought, are no New Things, 
nor any real Encroachments upon the former Liberties of 
Mankind, but that on the Contrary, They are all ſo juſt 
and reaſonable in themſelves, that not only (i.) the 
Laws of Nature, but (2.) the Civil Conſtitutions ef every 
Politick Society, muſt of neceſſity be ſuppoſed to oblige 
us to the Obſervance of Them. ER 

1. As for the firſt of Theſe, the Lams of Nature, I ſhall 
not be obliged in this Place, to ſpend much Time about 
them, becauſe the Thing is ſo perſpicuous, and clear in 
its ſelf, that it will not need any Laborious proof. For 
by the Lans of Nature, nothing elſe is meant, but the 
firſt inward Principles of Practical Truth and Reaſon, by 
which we are to mold and regulate our outward Actions 
in all the circumſtances of them ; whether it be in the 
ſeemly, reverend and devout performance of Religious 
Worſhip, in the Chaſt, Temperate, and Sober Uſage of 
our Bodies, or in our Juſt and Honeſt, Plain and Open, 
Charitable and Merciful dealing with our Neighbour. 
And therefore it is manifeſt, that the firſt deſign and in- 
tention of theſe Laws ( theſe primary and fundamental 
Principles of 'Truth and Juſtice) is only to regulate our 
Paſſions, to curb our exorbitant and bad Inclinations ; to 
| make. 
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make every brutal Appetite and baſe Deſire to ſtoop ts 
the Obedience, and acknowledge the Sovereign Command 
of Reaſon ; to draw an inward Scheme and Model of 
Righteouſneſs and Goodneſs, which our Lives and Con- 
verlations are afterwards to copy out, and exhibir to the 
World by the real and ſenſible Effects of Virtue. So 
that (if we will diſtinguiſh exactly) the true difference 
betwixt a Duty Conſidered, as it is a Dictate of Nature, 
and flows from ſome unalterable Principle of Truth and 
Reaſons, and as it is commanded by a poſttive Decree of the 
Civil Power and Authority. I ſay, the Diſtinction between 
Theſe is this, 71 + 1103 5 6 Oe 2 Ons 

That in the (.) place the Obligation begins from 
within, and we are firſt inſtructed to maintain and 
cheriſh, as much as in us; lyes, a Virtuous and Honeſt 
Mind; and (z.) to endeavour, that it may diſcover it 
ſelf, as oft as occaſion ſerves, and adorn all the ſeveral 
Parts and Stages of our Lives with Plain and Exemplary 
Inſtances of a ſenſible and practical Goodneſs. | 

But in the ( 2. ) Caſe, if We conſider the very 
fame Duty, as it is enjoin'd us by the Civil Power, the 
Obligation will begin at the other End, and we fulfil the 
primary Intent of Human Laws, if we pay an Outward 
Obedience and Submiſſion to Them. For theſe Laws, as 
they do not regard ſo much, what Men are in themſelves, 
as what they are in a Society (of which they are conſider d 
as Members) ſo their buſineſs is nor ſo much to regulate 
Mens thoughts, which it is impoſſible for them to Look 
into, and of which no proof can be had, and ſo no Re- 
wards and Puniſhments can be proportioned to them 
(and which if they go no further, are only Pleaſant or- 
Vexatious to themſelves, without any Benefit or Preju- 
dice to the Public) but They are chiefly Converſant a- 
bout external and explicit As, and are capable of being 
; | | proved 
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proved againſt us, when They are not as they ſhould be, 
| mn . upon Theſe it is, that the miſchief and in. 
convenience doth immediately depend; and by theſe not 
only a preſent, plain and ſenſible harm is done, but alſo 
bad Examples are (et the World for the future. And yer 
thoſe Puniſhments that are annext to the Commillion of 
forbidden Actions, as They are chiefly deſign d againſt the 
Actions themſelves, and to prevent the bad Conſequences 
that might otherwiſe follow upon them, fo they muſt 
alſo be ſuppoſed to be intended to have at leaſt a Secon 
dary influence upon our Wills and Affections; by ſhewing 
us, how vain and fooliſh a Thing it is to fret and torment 
our ſelves to no purpole, in haxctering after thoſe for- 
bidden Pleaſures (whether of -Luſt, Injuſtice. or Re- 
venge) which we are not permitted to enjoy. And thus 
by degrees weaning us by conſiderations of perfect In. 
tereſt, till they have at laſt brought our minds to their 
due Coolneſs and Temper, and ſet them in a Way of 
deſpifing ſuch unhandſome gratifications upon Principles 
more noble and more worthy of themſelves. 

The Higheſt offence, which we can poſſibly commit 
againſt the Lans of Reaſon, conſiſts in the inward pra- 
vity of our minds, in the debacing the molt noble and 
Godslike Faculties of our Seals, making them ſtoop fo 
far beneath themſelves, as ro become the Slaves of Luſt 
and Paſſion. Becauſe this is the fouleſt Stain, that can 
be offered to the native Brightneſs and Purity of a rea- 
ſonable Being. Theſe are the 7 ares and Cockles ſcatter d 
by the Enemy to corrupt the Seeds and Principles of the 
Spiritual Life. Theſe: are the greateſt, moſt criminal, 
and unpardonable defacements of the Image of God, 
thoſe heavenly and immortal ſignatures of the 4/vine N. 
ture, Which are impreſſed upon our minds. RH 


But 
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But then on the Contrary, the moſt immediate breach 
of Human Lans doth not conſiſt in the inward defilement 
of the mind; bur in the Commiſſion of ſome forbidden Act, 
or in the obſtinate and wilful Omiſion of ſomething, 
which is in it ſelf Lamful, and within our Power, and 
which we are by Good and Lawful Authority commanded 
and enjoin'd to do. Becauſe Theſe Laws conſider chiefly 
the miſchief of a Bad Example, and of what Con- 


BE ſequence the doing or abſtaining from ſuch a deter- 


minate Action may be to the Good and Happineſs of the 
Community; yet ſo as that tho They puniſh only actual 
| diſobedience, yet the Legiſtator, muſt always be ſup- 
| poſed to require and expect from us, an inward and 
hearty complyance with all his juſt commands ; and 
though there can be no puniſhment annext to the firſt 
motions and tendencies of our minds towards diſobedi- 
ence, yet (they falling not under the. Cognizance of 
Men) yet the Perſon who gives a free paſſage and wel- 
come entertainment to luſtful and Adulterous thoughts, 
doth as really diſobey the will and deſign of the Le. 
| giſlative power, as He that doth actually commit Adultery. 
He that anjuſtly Covets what is not his own, is as faulty as 
He that Steals, or is guilty of Coſenage and Oppreſſion. 
| He whoſe mind is taken up with thoughts full of Ran- 
| cour and Revenge may be looked upon as criminal as he 
| that actually commits Murther, and Sacrifices the life of 
his Brother to that implacable hatred,” which He hath 
conceived againſt Him. And there is no other imaginable 
| difference betwixt Theſe two, but. that the firſt of theſe 
(for the reaſons abovementioned) not incurring the pe- 
nalty of the Laws, is indeed the more Cautious offender 
of the two, and is ſtill kept in awe by a flaviſh fear of 
puniſhment, when all the Tyes of Conſcience are broken 
aſunder. But then He can no more be ſaid _ 2 
; One 
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honeſt Man, or an Obedient Subject, than a ferce Beaſt, 


that is hindred from doing miſchief, can be ſaid, by be- 
ing kept in Chains, to be Tame and Gentle. And this 
will appear more Plain and Evident, if we conſider theſe 
following Particulars. | 
1. If we ſhould ſuppoſe the reſpective Subjects of any 
Government, immediately upon the Promulgation of any 
new Edict or Command, . ſhould preſently addreſs them- 


ſelves to the Supreme Authority and demand of it, how 


far it was deſigned their Obedience ſhould extend; whe- 
ther a bare external performing of what They were enjoynd 
to do was all that was expected from them; or whe- 
ther They were yet further Obliged to pay likewiſe 
ſuch an inward Homage and Obedience, as ſhould extend 
to, and influence their very thoughts and inclinations, 1 
ſay, in ſuch a Caſe as this, there is no doubt, but that 
they would receive for Anſwer, that an outward and ſu- 
perficia! compliance, would by no means be accounted 
fufficient : and that ſuch a One was rather to be look'd 
upon as a Slave than a Subject or Citizen, who obeyed 
only for fear of 'Puniſhment, and paid an Outward Sub- 


miſſion to the Letter of the Law, only for this reaſon, 


becauſe he dare not do otherwiſe. That as a Sincere and 
Honeſt mind is that which Almighty God chiefly regards 
in all the Parts and Offices of Religious Worſhip, ſo Men 
alſo do ſo far imitate and reſemble Him in that they love 
not to be impoſed on by any vain pretences and out- 
ward ſignifications of reſpect, if there is nothing within 
that anſwers it. In a Word, They would be told that 
this ſame inward diſpoſition of mind, which ſincerely 
and heartily ſubmits it {elf within, doth as it were mold 


every thought and inclination into the /ikeneſs and reſem- 
Hance of that Law it is to obey, and thereby is moſt 


pleaſing and acceptable in it fel, and for its own ſake, 
* and 


69 
and becauſe it gives the greateſt aſſurance that all ſuch 
wholeſome Laws and Conſtitutions will be effectually 
uſeful to all thoſe Ends and Purpoſes of Government for 
which They were deſign'd : and this leads me 
2. To another Conſideration, which is this; 
That whatever is of abſolute Neceſſity to the due 
Force and Execution of any Law whatever, cannot be 
diſpenſed with, without diſpenſing at the ſame time 
with the Law it ſelf, and miſſing of that good Effect 
which was intended by it. We are and muſt always be 
ſuppoſed to be as much obliged to That, as we are to the 
external and actual Obſervation of the Law it ſelf, Be- 
cauſe this muſt be broken, if we do not fulfil the Other. 
And further it is (for Example) of abſolute neceſſity, if 
we will not Spoil or Rob, not Cozen or Defraud our 
Brother; if we will not Exact upon his Poverty and 
Want, by an unconſcionable Uſury or unjuſt Extortion ; T ſay, 
it is of abſolute neceſſity that we do not give any enter- 
tainment to thoſe wicked thoughts, that put us upon ſuch 
baſe and diſhonourable Deſigns, by an immoderate Love 
of Gain; by a Covetous and Sordid longing after what 
is not our Own, and by a ſecret envying and repining 
that any Man ſhould be tolerably happy but our ſelves. 
He thar would be ſure not to commit Adultery muſt 
conquer and ſubdue that inward Luſt, and Senſuality, 
from whence it proceeds. He that would effectually cut 
| off and preventall the Unhappy Cauſes and Occaſions of 
| Murther, muſt in the firſt place begin to regulate his Paſ- 
ſions; and muſt never give way to ſuch immoderate An- 
ger, as is beyond the Government of his Underſtanding, 
and ſubjects all the wholeſome Principles of Reaſon to a 
boundleſs and inſatiable Fury. Becauſe theſe bad Ha- 
bits and Propenſities of the Mind are the only Cauſes of 
that obliquity and deflection from our Duty and Obedi- 
ence, which at any time diſcovers it ſelf in our outward 
IS behaviour 


(10) 
behaviour and deportment in the World, and becauſe 
likewiſe it is ſcarce poſſible to imagin, that a Man ſhould 
be perpetually haunted with troubleſome and tormenting 
Deſires, and yet never caſe himſelf by gratifying them. 
For it is not to be wondered at, that a Man when He is 
blinded by his Paſſion ſhould neglect all thoſe Tyes of 
Duty and Obedience, which He hath already Cancelled 
by giving free admiſſion to ſuch wicked Inclinations ; or 
further, if He ſlight and diſregard thoſe Puniſhments 
which in the height of this Longing and Unſatisfied Hu. 
mour He either thinks not of, or hopes to eſcape : and 
though This Hope of his may perhaps be as raſh and in- 
conſiderate as his Crime, yet he is willing to hope or pro- 
miſe himſelf any thing, rather than not pleaſe and grati- 
fie his Luſt. | | 

But this will be made out further in the Third and 
Laſt Particular. | | | 

3. Which ſhall be taken from rhe Nature of anOHLiga. 
tion conſidered in the General; which is not to be fetch'd 
from thoſe Paniſhments which are annext to Human Laws: 
for Puniſhment is nothing elſe but the Effect of that 
rizht which the Civil Mrgiſtrate or the Community hath 
over us, for our own amendment, or for an Example to 
others, in Caſe we diſobey thoſe Laws which are pre- 
ſcribed us by them. But our 0#lization to Obedience is 
to be ſought for higher than this, it is founded in Reaſn, 
and is to be reſolved into the Will of the Magiſtrate or 
into the Nature of the Thins Commanded. 

The firſt Caſe holds good in all matters of an Indi, 
ferent Nature. (i. e.) either ſuch as are perfectly indifferent 
at all Times in themſelves, or may admit of change and 
variation, according to the particular Circumſtances of | 
Tim: in different Poſtures of Affairs, and the moveall: 
Nec:ſities and Exigencies of State. Here we are obliged 
only in this ReſpeR, that we have ſubmitted Every =_ 

16 


6 
kis own Particular to the Public Will and Judgment of 
the Government, whether this be ſeated in a ſingle Per- 
ſon, or in a ſet Number and Company of Men. And 
We are hereunto engaged by that Law of Nature, by 
which We are enjoined to keep our promiſe, and be as 
good as our Words: which promiſe is either Expreſs and 


made Conceptis Verbis, as when we ſwear Allegiance and 


Fealty to our Prince, or elſe tacite and ſuppoſed, as when 
by enjoying and accepting of the Benefits and Priviledges 
of a Sulject, We do in effect engage to pay that Obe- 
dience and Submiſſion on our Parts, which Others en- 


* joying the like Privileges have obliged themſelves to do. 


But now in the Second Caſe, when the Things com- 
manded are not of a varying and alieralle Nature, here 
we are obliged, not only upon the ſcore of that Promiſe 
or Faith, which we have given to the Public, but alſo 
upon a much higher account, and ſuch as looks more in- 
nardly upon our ſelves. The reaſons of our Duty are to 
be derived as far as from the Nature of God Himſelf, and 
thoſe imitations of it, which, as ſo many ſhining Srars 
filled with a fruitful Warmth and heavenly Light, adorn 
the Intellectual Faculties of Men. 

In the fr/ſ# Caſe, where Things are perfectly indiffe- 
rent in their own Natures, the Civil Magiſtrate hath a 
Power and a Right of determining that 7ndifferency to 
either ſide; and We are Equally obliged to the Obſer- 
vation of either Extreme, according as he ſhall think 
fit to appoint us; But in the Second Caſe, He is to be 


| govern'd Himſelf by a Superior Law, by the Fundamen- 


tal, Immutable, and Eternal Meaſures of Righteouſneſs. 
And therefore if He ſhould Command any Thing Con- 


trary to-7h-ſe, we are as to that Particular ipſo facto freed 


from our Obedience. So that if We ſhould ſuppoſe the 
Supreme Magiſtrate, inſtead of thoſe Laws by which 


Juftice and Equity, and Goodneſs are encouraged, ſhould 
© 2 enjoin 


(12) 
enjoin their Subjects upon ſevere penalties to indulge 
themſelves in all manner of Luſt and Uncleanneſs, Pride 
and Luxury, Gluttony and Imtemperance, Covetouſneſs 
and Avarice, Extortion and Injuſtice, to commir Adul- 
tery, Theft and Murder; Diſobediexce, I ſay, in theſe 
and ſuch like Caſes would certainly be their greateſt 
Duty; becauſe they were under a natural and an antece- 
dent Obligation, which is not in the Power of any Other, 
nor in their own to Cancel. | 

And therefore then, if the Actions be for the Rea- 
ſons abovementioned unlawful, and ſuch as to which no 
Human or Pcfitive Command can poſſibly oblige Us, then 
certainly all inward deſires or inclinations towards Them, 
mult of neceſſity be ſo too. For this Deſire or Inclination 
being only a relative Thing, or an inward endeavour, and 
rendency toward ſome external Action and Enjoyment, 
it plainly follows, that if it be unlawful for us to com- 
mit that Action, or gratifie our ſelves in that enjoyment, 
that then this endeavour or Tendency, as it bears a re- 
lation or reſpect towards it, muſt likewiſe in its degree, 
be culpable too: and theſe degrees are capable of being 
raiſed or leſſened according to the greater or leſſer 
{ſtrength and propenſity#to break out into Action. And 
indeed if we will not flatter and deceive our ſelves with 
2 fond Opinion, that we are innocent and upright, if 
Men cannot prove the Contrary againſt us, nowithſtand- 
ing all the pravity and naughtineſs of our Mind, then 
ler every One of us look with ſorrow and amazement 
into his own Heart, and be aſhamed and confounded at 
the conſideration of our Secret Sins, thoſe vicious 
Thoughts and inclinations which we daily nouriſh and 
foſter in our Boſoms; Theſe being the moſt heinous 
part, in which our diſobedience againſt the Laws of 


God and Man conſiſts. 
But 
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( 87 3 
But I would not here be miſunderſtood, as if I meant 
all this while that Men could poſſibly be obliged by any 
Law, whether Natural, Human, or Divine to be altoge- 


ther deſtitute and devoid of Paſſon. For this cannot be 


ſo long as we continue to be Men. Our Bodies are of 
ſuch a Frame and Compoſition, that Men can no more 
help the very firſt beginnings of Tumult and Diſorder in 
their Minds, then They can being thirſty or ſleepy. We 
could not live, if it were not ſo; and that very Food, 
which we take in for the nouriſhment of our Bodies, and 
the ſupport of our Lives, doth alſo Nouriſh thoſe par- 
ticular Paſſions (Whatever They be) to which the Tem- 


per and Conſtitution of our Blood, doth naturally incline 


us too. | 

[f We had none of us, the leaſt inclinations to any 
Vice, or unreaſonable Actions, We could not fo pro- 
perly be ſaid to be Yirtuous, as Good, (if I may beg 
leave to make Uſe of that Diſt inction) For Virtue doth 
not conſiſt in being Devoid of Paſſion, but in being able 
to conquer them. Our Bodies were given Us to be the 
Eee and» School of Virtue, where, by a perpetual 
Combat with all thoſe bad Deſires, that would perſuade 


Das to make a wrong Uſe of our Freedom, Our minds be- 


come at length ſo Smooth and Even, ſo Poliſh'd and Re- 
fin d, that Sin and Wickedneſs can lay no hold upon 
them. And having by Degrees worn off all the 7ag= 


and Inequalities of Luſt and Paſſion, all the anuatural 


Excreſcences of Prejudice and Education, They are at 
length wean d from all the Pleaſures and Delights of this 


L Inferior State, and are made fit Company for the bleſſed 


and immortal Inhabitants of a Better. So that it muſt 

{till be confeſſed, that there muſt always in this Caſe, 

ſome allowances be made for the ſeveral Tempers and Con- 

ſtitutions of Men, and that the firſt riſe and beginning of 

theſe irregular motions, being oft times involuntary, * 
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ſuch as to which we are no more conſenting then we 
are to the fond extravagancies of a Dream, Our Obliga- 
tion begins only, where the neceſſity ends. And therefore 
ſuch kind of Paſſions cannot with any Juſtice be ſaid to 
be criminal, unleſs we maintain them in the Poſſeſſion 
they have got, and do not endeavour all we can to 
diſlodge them from a Poſt ſo advantagious to ſin and 
wickedneſs, and ſo prejudicial to our own Souls, by a 
more powerful ſucceſſion of ſober Thoughts, and of 
pious and deyout Meditations. And ſo I have done with 
the firſt Particular. And ſhall now proceed to the 
Second. IE 

2. In which I am to prove, that that Reſtraint, which 
the Chriſtian Religion lays upon our Thoughts and Affe- 
Fions, upon the moſt private tendencies, and ſecret in- 
clinations of our Minds, is of the very Being and Eſ- 
ſence of Religion conſidered in the General, and that 


wichout ſuppoſing this, there can be no ſuch Thing as 


Religion in the World. 


Now this Aſſertion is ſo very clear and manifeſt at the 
firſt View, that in good earneſt I am almoſt aſham'd, 
eſpecially in this Honourable Authority, to go about to 
prove it. For if ſo high a Degree of Obedience be 
expected from us in our meerly Politic and Civil Capacity, 
as we are Members of a Secular Society, and Subject to 
the Laws and Conſtitutions of a Temporal Prince and 
State, that we muſt not ſuffer ſo much as our Thoughts 
to be guilty of the leaſt deflection from that Faith and 
Obedience, which we have given to the Pulick, and by 
which we are moſt ſtrictly obliged to pay the utmoſt 
Submiſſion to all the Lawful Commands of our Superi— 
ors, then ſurely it is 'an Argument 4 fortiori that we 
muſt much leſs indulge our ſelves in the leaſt inward de- 
fires or inclinations, which may prompt us to dilobey the 
Laws of God, and violate the known Duties of Religi- 

ON. 
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on. For our Subjection to Almighty God, is not Politig 
but Natural. It is not founded upon Compact or Agree- 
ment, but it is indiſpenſably neceſſary in it ſelf, and 
when we ſpeak of Natural Religion, it relates only to 


. thoſe Duties, which are indiſpenſable in their own Na- 
*tures. For we could never any more have avioded the be- 


ing his Subjects, than we could have prevented his being 

our Maker. Again, it being the peculiar Attribute of God, 
that he is the Great Searcher of Hearts, to whom all the 
poſſibilities of Things are plain and open, and from 
whom none of our Secrets are hid, there is nothing more 
nanifeſt, than that the moſt hidden inclinations of our 
Minds towards any prohibited Action or Enjoyment, are 
as real Actions in reſpet of him; at leaſt ſo far as we 
do give any wilful allowance and encouragement to 
them, as the moſt outward and ſenſible diſobedience, 
which we can poſſibly commit. 

Therefore This the true Reaſon of thoſe frequent 
Moes and Dennnciations, which we find pronounced in 
in Scripture, againſt the Scribes and Phariſees. Wo to 
you Scribes and Phariſees, Hypocrites, Matth. xxiii. 14, 15, 
16. Lake xi. 52. Wo to them, not becauſe they were 
Scribes and Phariſees, not that God ſides himſelf with 
any particular Sec or Party of Men, in oppoſition to any 
other for no reaſon at all; or that He hath not Power ſuf- 
ficient to make all Men happy, or Goodneſs enough to af 
ford them the Means of being fo, but becauſe They were 
Hypocrites ; becauſe They were not really what They 
pretended to be, and what They would have the World 
believe They were; and becauſe inſtead of ſerving of 
God, They did but cheat the World, and deceive. 
Themſelves. They made long Prayers for a pretence to 
devour Widows Houſes. They gave their Alms in the Mar- 
ket place, and in the Corners of the Streets. Luke xxiii. 14. 


Mar. xii, 40. Not ſo much out of an honeſt and cha- 
e 1 ritable 
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ritable Deſign to ſupply the Neceſſities of the Poor. 
For otherwiſe, if we do it with a good Deſign, there is 
no reaſon, why we may not rclieve the Wants of our 
Neceſſitous Brother in all places alike. For God in this 
Senſe is no reſpecter of places, no more than He is of 
Perſons. But They beſtow'd Their Charity in Pablick 
out of meer Vanity and Oftentation, that 7 hey might be 
ſeen of Men: Yerily (faith our Saviour) I ſay unto you, They 
have their reward. Matth. vi. 5, 3. i. e. They do it only 
for popular applauſe and they have it. It is unreaſonable 
for Them to expect any more, unleſs They had done it 
out of a better deſign. Thus their Prayers and their 
Devotions were as Pablic as Their Deeds of Charity ; 
and ſtill for the ſame reaſon, that they might be ſeen of 
Men, and Yerily (faith our Saviour in this Caſe allo) 
T ſay unto you They have Their reward; i. e. They cannot 
in reaſon expect to reap a greater benefit from their 
their Prayers, then They Themſelves deſign d, when They 
put them up, that is, when They put them up to Men; 
for they were not directed to God, but only to the good 
liking and approbation of the People. Therefore when 
They have obtain'd this End, They cannot with any 
Juſtice lay the leaſt claim or pretence to any more. 

Thus notwithſtanding all their mighty Brags and Va- 
pours of great Auſterity, and Sanctimony of Life, which 
They would bear the World in Hand, as if They had 
wholly engroſſed it to themſelves, yet the inward Pride 
and Haughtineſs of their Minds was ſuch, that They 
could not forbear diſcovering it upon all occaſions. It is 
true indeed, it cannot be deny d them, but that They 
were a ſort of Men, who were extremely Nice and Cir- 
cumſpect in the punctual obſervance of every little Rite 
and Cuſtom, which either the Law of Moſes or the Tradi- 
tions of their Fathers had preſcrib'd ; But then if ever 
you could get admiſſion into the retirement and privacy 

| | of 


en 


(n 
of their Thoughts, you ſhould find nothing but Envy and 
Malice, Jealouſie and Suſpicion, Anger and Revenge, no- 
thing but Covetouſneſs and Extortion, and Injuſtice. 


They made broad their Phyladeries, and enlarged the 
Borde 


rs of their Garments, but ſtill the more you look d 


inward, the narrower their Broad Religion grew; and 


when you came as far as their Hearts, it was conſum'd 
away to nothing at all; there was nothing of that in- 
ward Purity and Simplicity, which the plain and unaf- 
fected Nature of Religion requires from us. | 
Upon this account it is, that Little Children are ſo fre- 
quently propoſed to us as an Example in Scripture ; (Luke 
xViii. 17. Mar. x. 15.) that We are fo ſtrictly comman- 
ded tobe as They are; and that we are told, unleſs we be 


lo, We muſt not expect to enter into the Kingdom of Hea- 


ven: and all to ſhew us that Rectitude and Integrity of 
Mind, that perfect Conqueſt and abſolute Dominion over 


our Luſts and Paſſions, without which it is utterly impoſ- 


ſible for us to be accepted in the ſight of God. lt is not 
ſaid, We muſt be Infants, but that we mult be like them. 


It is no Thanks to Us in our Infancy and Childhood (when 


We are ſcarce Capable of being aſſaulted by a Tempta- 
tion) if we be not guilty of thoſe Exorbitances in our 
Lives, Which Experience tells Us, our riper Tears do uſu- 
ally produce : neither are We to be much Commended 
when We Abhor and Loath our Sins, after a each or 


ſurfeit of them; or if at laſt we utterly forſake Them 


when the Stone and Strangury, when Dropfies and Con- 
ſumptions, when Gouts and Palfies, when Age and Diſea- 
ſes, and a thouſand ſeveral Infirmities of Body, have put 
us beyond all poſſibility of ſinning any longer. It may 
be no Virtue then for Us to Loath and Deteſt our Sins 
and Vices: Becauſe we may perhaps do it, not ſo much 
out of Conſideration, that we have offended God and 
violated the Laws of Reaſon and Religion, but only that 

we 


„ 
we have brought ſo many Troubles and Tnconveniences 
upon our ſelves. Wherefore I tell you again (Our Sa- 
viour faith it more łhan Onee) that except you be as Litil: 

Children, you cannot, nay you ſt mt expect it, it is 

impoſſible for any of you to enter into the Kingdom of 

Heaven. EE 3 5 **VVb 

Jo this Purpoſe it is, that a Clean Heart, and an Un. 

fpotted Mind are fo frequently, and ſo pafſfionately re- 

commended to. Us, throughout the whole Current both | 
of the Old and New Teſtament ; for this reafon it is, we 
are { often aſſured, that Almighty God without this 
will have no regard to all our Ourward and Viſible Ex- 

preſſions of Obedience; and that St. James, (James i. 27. 
iii. 17, 18.) makes it to be the Eſſence, the very Life 
and Soul, the very Food and Nouriſhment of Religion. 
Farther, in order to this End are all thoſe Expreſſions WW 
of this nature, That He delights net in Burnt Offerings; We 
and the Sacrifice of the Wicked are an Abomination to the 
Lord; and that He prefers Obedience before Sacrifice, and 
the like. Not that theſe Things were unacceptable in 
themſelves, ſo far as They were done in Compliance with 
the Divine Inſtitution, but that if They did not offer 
them with an inward and hearty Contrition for Their 
fins, with an humble and grateful Senſe of the Divine 
Goodneſs, and with a firm and ſteady Reſolution of Obey- We 
ing all his Zaws, and fulfilling his Commandments, They 


neither were, nor could be acceptable ro God. : 
Again, This is one reaſon amongſt others, why the 
Daty of Prayer, is ſo ſtrictly enjoined Us in the Word of 
God. Becauſe ir hath a natural Tendency to warm and i 
cheriſh our Affections; to kindle Our Love, and enflame h 
our Zeal towards God; to carry Our Souls towards the a 
moſt permanent and laſting Good. And farther, becauſe u 
all our Prayers either are, or ought to be, potent Ar- Þ 


guments with us to endeavour all we can to purge Our 
| Minas 


W 


Minds from all filthineſs of Fleſb and Spirit. Therefore if 


we do not take this: Courſe; our Prayers will but re- 


dound to our Puniſhment. For what an Extreme Piece 


of Impudence will it be, what an Unpardonable Offence 
to approach the great God of Heaven and Earth, to 
"thruſt: Our ſelves into his Preſence, and maintain ſo near 
a Converſe with Him, when Our Hearts are full of no- 
thing but Naughrineſs and Corruption, without any De- 
ſign and Intention of Amendment. 

This is likewiſe the Reaſon, why ſo much Penance and 
Mortification is enjoin'd Us, and why in our moſt So- 
lemn Devotions Faſting is preſcribed Us as a Part of it; 
becauſe it is a Natural Means of our purifying Our 
Minds by freeing them from the Clogs and Impediments of 


Mater; by with holding them that Nouriſhment, which 


is the Food of our Paſſions, as well as of Our Bodies, 
and by this Means rendring Them fitter Inſtruments of 
Thought and Speculation than They were before. The 
Mortification of our Bodies by Faſting is not more an Act 
of Penance and Humiliation for our Sins, than it is a pro- 
per Method (ſo far as Nature hath any Thing to do in 
this great Work) of making us Holy and Religious; and 
it is a plain Deſign of the agreeableneſs of Religion to a 
reaſonable Nature, that the ſame Courſe of Life is re- 
quiſite to make a Xnowing Man, and a Good Chriſtian ; 
and that without this Temperance and Sobriety (which 
the Scripture preſcribes) it is every whit as impoſſible to 


| beWiſeasit is to be Good. 


Thus in like manner all the Waſhings and Purifications” 
of the Jewiſh Law were intended to denote to Us, that 
internal Purity and Cleanneſs, which God requires of all 
his Worſhippers and Servants. For We muſt know that 


all Filth and Uncleanneſs of Body, was uſually look'd 


upon, as an Emblem of Sin, and internal Corruption of 


Mind As appears, (as well as from other Inſtances) in 
D's the 


the Caſe of the Leproſie, which derived a Guilt upon the 
Party diſcaſed, as you read in the Book of Leviticus. 
cap. Xiii. | 7 : ITY, 
of the ſame ſignification is the Ceremony of Circumci- 
fron, which God was pleaſed to make Choice of to be the 
Mark and Condition of that Covenant, which He entred 
into in behalf of Himſelf and His Poſterity: To denote 
that Self-Denyal, and that Mortification of all kind of 
fleſhly Luſts and Deſires, which God would have all 
Men to obſerye. 

I might Inſtance, if Time would give me Leave, in the 
Purity of the Feriſh Sacrifices ; which were to be ſuch, 
as had not the Leaſt Spot or Blemiſh; In Their Prieſts, 
who were to have no Imperfection or Superfluity in their 
Body. In the Garments they were to Officiate in, which 
were to be white Robes and fine Linnen Veſtments. In 
Their Diſt inction of Clean and Unclean Things; What 
Beaſts might, and what not be Eaten by them, and the 
like. I ſay, All Theſe are to ſhew Us, that God will 
have no manner of Regard to all our Outward Services 
and Devotions, unleſs we firſt lay aſide all manner of 
Luſt and Uncleanneſs, all kinds of Falſhood and Perfidi- 
ouſneſs, all manner of Pride and Revenge, and Injuſtice, 
unleſs we come to worſhip Him with Minds perfectly 
free from all other Lets and Impediments, perfectly at 
Leiſure to ſerve Him with the greateſt Zeal and Intenti- 
on, and rightly fitted and prepared to come into his Pre- 
ſence, who is of Purer Eyes than to behold Evil, and who 
cannot think of Sin without a Sacred Abhorrence and' 
Deteſtation. Becauſe thoſe bad Habits and Diſpoſitions 
of Mind are the moſt directly contrary of any thing, 
that can be imagined, not only to all the Deſigns 
and Purpoſes, but to the very Nature and Being of 
Religion. | 


And 
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And now to Conclude. OL © 
Religion is founded upon'the higheſt Reaſon in the 
| World: it flows from an awful Conſideration of the moſt 
perfect Excellency, and from a grateful Senſe of thoſe 
continual benefits, which it beſtows, and which iſſue from 
it every moment, without the leaſt ſtop or interruption : 
Not for any claim or pretence, which We or any other 
Creature can lay to the Effects of ſo much bounty; but 
only becauſe that Goodneſs from whence They proceed 
is naturally diffuſive of it (elf, and delights it {elf in no- 
thing more, than in making and preſerving fit Objects 
to beſtow it ſelf upon. Both of which Contemplations, 
as They are ſuch, that nothing but a reaſonable Being is 
capable of having any ſenſe of them, ſo They are cer- 
tainly the moſt noble and ſublime that Thought and 
& Speculation can employ themſelves upon. From whence 
it follows that whatever debaucheth and vitiates our 
Reaſon, muſt at the fame time be an equal Enemy to 
Religion too, which is the higheſt improvement of ir. 
What then ſhall we think of thoſe Paſſions, which are 
ſo plainly deſtructive of all the intellectual Faculties of 
the Mind 2 Anger for the moſt part makes raving mad 
| Men; Grief renders Men Mopes and Idiots; Luſt is the 
predominant Paſſion of none but Beaſts and Fools ; and 
Pride is not at leiſure to admire or adore any thin 
but it ſelf. Ambition is too full of the Deſigns of this 
World to mind the Concerns of any other, and Coverouſ- 
neſs is too intent upon future Advantages to be thankful 
for thoſe it hath received already. 
| The Mind of Man is capable of receiving, irrecover- 
able Weonnds as well as the Body. Two or Three Fits 
of Sickneſs may be rub'd off. An acute Diſeaſe may 
poſſibly find a Remedy, and the former Health and Vi- 
gor of the Body be reſtored : Whereas Chronical and 

N Habitual 
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Habitual Diſtempers ſeldom wear away, but ſtick by: Us 
uſpally to our very Graves. And ſo it is alſo with dur 
Minds; a ſudden Paſſion, or ſo, may be corrected; two 
or three inordinate Deſires (if they be timely reſiſted) 
may by Care and Conſideration be hindred from having 
any conſiderable Effect upon our future Thoughts and 
Inclinations: but if we indulge them in the Poſſeſſion 
they have got, they will by degrees grow Maſterleſs 
ny Unruly ; and it will not be in our power to ſhut 
them out any longer: neither will it be poſſible for us 
to recover that calm and ſedate Temper, which the Na- 
ture and Defign of Religion requires. If we were but 
ſufficiently intent upon the Conſideration. of the Divine 
Excellency and Perfection, we ſhould never be at leiſure 
for the entertainment of thoſe idle Paſſions and petty 
Deſires, which are the uſual Employment of our 
Thoughts. And if we were but truly ſenſible of thoſe 
unſpeakable. Mercies, which God is pleaſed every day to 
vouchſafe us, we ſhould; have no Time to ſpend upon 
ſuch trifling Occaſions ; if I may call Sin a Trifle. And 
ſurely. there cannot poſſibly be a more heinous Offence 
than for Us to ſin againſt our Maker, and diſobey his 
Laws at that very inſtant, when we ſhould be Thanking 
Him for his Goodnels. 5 | 
One Thing indeed, for which We are in a-moſt eſpe- 
cial. Manner obliged to Thant Him, is the Dignity and 
Perfection of our Nature above our Fellow-Creatures, 
and that we are made Capable of paying Him a rea- 
ſonable Devotion. And pray tell me, whether it is 
not a preczous Way of paying our Acknowledgments to 
the Great God of our Nature, by endeavouring to de- 
bauch that Nature, which We pretend to thank Him 
for? This Thankfulneſs can never be real, if it do not 


produce an Outward Obedience, neither can that _ 
war 
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ward Obedience be acceptable, if it do not proceed 
from this inward Principle of Thankfulneſs to God. 
I ſhall conclude all with that Excellent Prayer of the 


Man after Gods own Heart, Pſalm li. 9, 10. 
Hide thy Face from my Sins, and blot out all mine inj- 


quities. | 
Create in me a clean Heart, O God, and renew a right 


Spirit within me. 
Now to God the Father, c. Amen. 
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